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Bangladesh: An Overview 

45 percent of the total population of Bangladesh is under 18 years of age, of which 48 percent are 
girls (according to the National e-Database, about 2.39 million girls in Bangladesh). In Bangladesh 
as in other countries of the world, most of them are growing up with deprivation and inequality. 
This is hindering their physical and mental development. As a result, girls are lagging behind boys 
in health, education, skills, confidence and ability. They are subject to discriminations at family 
and societal levels, ignorance and traditions, practices imposed by older family members. Boys 
enjoy relative freedom; but without proper guidance and being alienated from the family lend them 
too many evil forces and vulnerabilities. Vulnerability is high among the adolescent’s income 
groups and these groups are structurally discriminated in various service sectors including 
education and health care etc. However, the subjugation of girl children is initiated and gradually 
takes place within the family.  

Although there are some improvements in gender equality has been achieved in sectors such as 
education, health and family welfare, labor and employment, and democratic participation, in 
Bangladesh true empowerment is still a distant goal. Overall, Bangladesh has achieved remarkable 
development progress in a comparatively. The government is committed to achieving the SDGs. 
To this end, various steps are being taken. Nevertheless, rape, sexual harassment and violence are 
increasing day by day. The forms, levels and types of violence against girls are becoming more 
and more horrifying. Although Bangladesh has a considerable number of laws and acts to protect 
the rights of children in Bangladesh. But the implementation of laws and policies is very low. The 
perpetrators are getting more and more courageous because the law is not being enforced.  

As we enter 2020, we are facing and passing through a very difficult time due to pandemic COVID 
19 situations. The COVID19 was confirmed to have spread to Bangladesh on March 2020. The 
pandemic has not only a huge death rate but also has devastating socio-economic consequences 
for different vulnerable groups such as elderly people, women, children and ethnic people.  

The most vulnerable people are normally the ones who become the worst victims of a humanitarian 
crisis. Women and children are usually among the most vulnerable in a society and invariably take 
the brunt of the crisis. Broadly speaking, the COVID-19 outbreak has already begun impacted 
main three areas of life and livelihoods of women and girls in Bangladesh: 1. Increased violence 
against women; 2. Decreased access to health services; 3. Loss of livelihoods 

Though BD Govt has taken verities initiatives to protect any types of violence during this time and 
are making continuous announcements about helplines for seeking help. Despite this, rape, sexual 
harassment and child marriage have increased during this time of the epidemic. 

According to the Manusher Jonno Foundation (MJF)’s annual report on the "Situation of 
Children“said Incidents of child marriage increased by 44% in 2020, with 101 girls falling victim. 



The report said 1,088 girls suffered abuses and incidents split into 13 categories, including sexual 
abuse, rape, child marriage, road accidents, murder and attempted murder.  

At least 626 children aged 6-18 were raped in the said year. There were even incidents of rape 
while collecting relief materials during the pandemic-induced general holidays. However, it still 
does not complete picture of violence against children as many incidents are unreported, especially 
during the pandemic. 

About National Girl Child Advocacy Forum: 

The National Girl Child Advocacy Forum is a platform to combat the subjugation of girl children and 
women in Bangladesh. Created in 2000, it generates mass awareness and a social movement in support of 
the rights of girl children and to bringing positive change in their lives.  
- Center Member: 192 (National, International Organization and Personal Member)  
- Registered with Joint Stock Company. No S-110555. 
- Working in 171 Unions, 52 Upazilas, 30 Districts, 7 Divisions 
 
Vision and Mission of NGCAF: 

Vision: 
-To create a positive and protective environment for girl children and women increase opportunities for 
girls to grow into their full potential. 
-To advocate for comprehensive policies which help to improve the living standards and rights of girls. 
 
Mission: 
To raise awareness among parents, family members, the community, policy makers and all stakeholders in 
order to prevent the subjugation of girl children and women to establish their rights; also, to create a social 
movement to combat the subjugation of women and girl children. 
 

Significant Activities & Achievement-2020 of NGCAF 
 
All over the world is passing through a very difficult time due to pandemic COVID 19 situations. After the 
first COVID was identified in Bangladesh, the country came to a standstill after about 5 months of 
lockdown. But we did not stop our activities for a moment, but we all got accustomed to the new technology 
and continued our activities. In a word, we have reached a new level in 2020 as compared to other years 
and we have become more involved with each other in awareness activities from the advocacy level through 
online than before, the scope of knowledge about everyone's activities has increased. Since the inception of 
COVID-19 in Bangladesh, NGCAF and member organizations have taken various initiatives from their 
own responsibility from national level to the grassroots level.  
 
The initiatives taken in 2020 can be divided into seven steps, such as: - 

1. Advocacy Level; 
2. Networking Level; 
3. Jointly develop content and consultation paper with international organizations; 
4. Develop youth leadership; 
5. Awareness raising Level; 
6. Organizational level; 
7. Research; 



Advocacy Level-  
 

- Intimate relations with the Deputy Speaker, the Parliamentary Caucus on Child Rights Committee, 
the Ministry of Women and Children's Affairs and the National Human Rights Commission have 
been ongoing and strong; 

- Relationships with national and international organizations on any issue at the advocacy level have 
been further strengthened in 2020 through various online activities, such as UNICEF, Save the 
Children, Plan International; 

- Inclusion of the NGCAF Secretary in the 31-member Central Committee for the Prevention of 
Violence against Women and Children constituted by the Ministry of Women and Children Affairs; 

- In 2020, NGCAF Secretary has became a member of the Committee on Child Rights constituted 
by the National Human Rights Commission. 

- Has been Provided the Gap Analysis Report on the allocation of women and children related issues 
to the Parliamentary Caucus Committee which was announced in the National Budget on June 2020 
at the National Parliament.  At the same time provided budget analysis information for budget 
allocation with a view to creating a separate directory for children; 

- NGCAF published statements in 4 newspapers demanding urgent action to stop all forms of 
violence, including torture, rape and sexual harassment of women and girls, and the provision of 
speedy punishment; 

- NGCAF published statements in 4 national newspapers for demanding urgent action to stop all 
forms of violence, including child marriage, rape and sexual harassment of women and girls, also 
the provision of speedy punishment; 

- As a tool of advocacy, 6 articles by the NGCAF president and secretary were published in the 
national dailies with the aim of stopping child marriage, child safety and ending violence; 

- Developed a Report containing the activities of the CSOs with the Caucus Committee for a 
newsletter published by Parliament as the Focal organization in charge from the Parliamentary 
Caucus; 

 
Networking Level: - 
 

- Developed a number of advocacy IEC materials in collaboration with Girls Not Brides on the 
subject of gender equality during and after Covid 19; Which has been promoted on various 
websites, social media including Facebook pages; 

- As an active member of the Child Rights Advocacy Coalition (CRAC'B), has been published 3 
statements in 3 newspapers aimed at ending violence against children during the epidemic and 
providing for their safety; 

- In collaboration with BRAC, has produced digital leaflets with various messages aimed at raising 
awareness about preventing child marriage and gender-based violence; Which has been promoted 
on various websites, social media including Facebook pages; 

- In collaboration with the Engage Men and Boys Network of Save the Children, 02 Online Sharing 
Meetings were held with the Parliamentary Caucus on Child Rights Committee and some Policy 
Makers of various ministries at the policy-making level to review the policy on sexual reproductive 
health and child marriage. 

- Jointly organized 04 TV talk shows on the leading TV channel with CRACB and GNB included 
policy makers for take joint steps to end violence against women and girls and child marriage;  



- Organized nationwide protests activities for the provision of maximum punishment for violence 
and rape against women in collaboration with the Social Action Committee; 

- Online Roundtable Discussion Meeting has been organized and published a supplement with Girls 
Not Brides and the Daily Prothom Alo on legislation to prevent child marriage; 

- Organized a Digital Roundtable Discussion Meeting on ‘Child Rights and Protection in Corona 
Situation’ and published on this issue's supplement with The Daily Kaler Kantho and Child Rights 
Advocacy Coalition (CRAC'B) in a joint venture; 

 
Jointly developed contents and consultation papers on the issue of COVID 19 with international 
organizations: 
 

- In collaboration with UNWomen, UNFPA and UNICEF, a guideline for creating gender responsive 
content has been created in Bengali; 

- Jointly Developed a consultation Paper in Bangla with UNICEF and Girls Not Brides on Child 
Marriage & Forced Marriage; 

 
Develop youth leadership: 
 

- 96 youths of Barisal district have been 
imparted training on 4 issues- like SDGs, 
CEDAW, Stop Gender Violence to be 
done during the epidemic. In addition, 4 
follow-up meetings have been conducted 
in online with the previously trained 
youth. Trained youths are actively 
working to prevent gender-based 
violence at the community level as well 
as their families and to achieve the SDGs 
goals. The trainings have been 
completed with the help of the Girls 
Advocacy Alliance project;   

- Also, the trained youth have taken 
various initiatives in their respective 
communities to tackle Covid 19, such as food 
distribution among the needy families, 
handwash campaign, leaflet distribution, 
miking campaign, hand sanitizer and mask 
etc;  

 



- A Digital Platform called Brave Girl (Shahoshi Kannayas) has been created with the 24 young 
women supported by Girls Advocacy Alliance project, where they are discussing their problems, 
feeling as a safe place to find solutions together. Carrying out various online-based programs, 
created 32 issue-based blogs. 

 
Website Link-  https://thebravegirls.org/ 
Facebook Page link:   https://www.facebook.com/ShahosiKonnya 
 

- 15 Teenagers - who are currently studying after stop their own marriage with their own 
initiatives- 15 story cards made up of such stories have been published under the NGCAF's 
banner; 

 



Awareness Raising Level: 
 

- An awareness-raising music video (Alo Asbei) was created by 05 Young Women-run band 
Group- FMinor, focusing on epidemic GVBs, child marriage, girl's rights and health 
protection, which is promoting on various social media, including YouTube channels. 
 
Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dsbxhlfpN4s  

 
 

- Through a MoU with the Bangladesh Community Radio Association (BCRA) with the support of 
the GAA Project aimed to raise awareness about Covid 19 period and broadcasted 33 episodes (per 
episode duration in 1-hour) on GVB, health and child marriage prevention. Which has been able to 
reached about 03 lac people. 
 

- TV Talk Show - During the epidemic, 02 talk shows were organized 
on RTV Channel with the participation of Young Women, CSOs and 
4 Policy Makers to raise awareness about gender equality, child rights, 
violence and sensitivities to policy makers; 
 

- Newspaper Articles - NGCAF President and Secretary wrote 5 articles 
to raise awareness during the Covid 19 period, which were published 
in the National Daily Newspapers;  
 

- In addition, the forum member organizations have undertaken and 
completed various activities/programs against COVID 19, They 
provided several initiatives report to the NGCAF Secretariat and 
several reports have been uploaded on the Forum's website and 
Facebook page; 

 
 



Research activities: 
 
Two research activities were carried out in 2020 with the support of the 
Girls Advocacy Alliance project of Plan International: 

1. Child Marriage Situation in COVID 19 and the Application of 
Child Marriage Restraint Act (CMRA) in Barisal District.  
(Study was carried out in  04 Upazilas under Barisal district.) 
 

2. Exploring Sexual Harassment Condition: Working Women in 
Formal Sector in COVID-19 Situation. 
(Geographically the study was carried out in 13 selected 

districts of 6 
divisions namely 
Barisal, Dhaka, 

Khulna, 
Mymensingh, 

Rajshahi and 
Rangpur of Bangladesh. At the initial stage, 390 
women were approached to attend the sample survey. 
However, 135 working women agreed to participate 
in the study.)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Organizational level: 
 
In 2020, A strong Theory of 
Change has been developed 
through an online workshop. 
The main objective of this 
TOC is to conduct orderly 
lobby and advocacy and 
awareness raising activities in 
a systematic method. Through 
this, it will be possible to get a 
direction to carry out the 
NGCAF’s activities.  



 
 
Meeting; 
 
In order to make the NGCAF’s activities dynamic 
and fruitful in 2020:  
 
- Online Executive Committee Meeting - 01   
- General Meeting – 03 and 
- Working Committee Meetings - 08 were held. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



Centrally and Nationwide Day Celebrations: - 
 

International Women’s Day National Girl Child Day 
Year Theme No of 

Celebration 
Spot 

Signific
ant 
Activitie
s 

Year Theme No of 
Celebration 
Spot 

Significant Activities 

2020 UN Women Theme 
“I am Generation 
Equality: Realizing 
Women’s Rights”. 
In Bangla=”নারীর 

অিধকার 	িত�া কির, সমতার 

সমাজ গেড় তুিল” 

06 places at 
grassroot 
levels. The rest 
of the activities 
were suspended 
due to the 
detection of 
COVID in 
Bangladesh. 

Rally, 
Discussi
on 
Meeting 

2020 UNICE
F 
Theme 
““My 
voice, 
our 
equal 
future” . 
In 
Bangla-
“আমরা 
সবাই 

�সা�ার, 
িব� হেব 

সমতার” 

435 Places 
at Grass 
root Levels 
to National 
Level. 

Online discussion 
meeting and Series 
based debate 
competitions at 
National level. 
Nationwide online 
discussion meetings, 
quiz competitions. 

 
Celebrated National Girl Child Day- 2020 Through Online Based Program 

 
 

Due to the global Corona epidemic, National Girl 
Child Day was celebrated through verities Online based programs all around the country in 2020. Centrally 
an Online Discussion Meeting was held with the theme in English "My voice, our equal future" and the 
Bangla “আমরা সবাই �সা�ার, িব� হেব সমতার”.  The meeting was jointly organized by the Department of Women's 

Affairs of Bangladesh and the National Girl Child Advocacy Forum on Tuesday, October 06, 2020, at 11 
am. At the end of the meeting, prizes were distributed among the winners of the Essay and Art competitions 
which was organized by the Department of Women's Affairs of Bangladesh. 
 
Hon'ble State Minister for Women and Children Affairs Ms. Fazilatun Nessa Indira, MP was present as the 
Chief Guest in the discussion meeting. Mr. Parveen Akhtar, Director General (Grade-1), Department of 
Women's Affairs presided over the event. Welcoming speech were made by Mr. Nasima Akter Jolly, 



Secretary, National Girl Child Advocacy Forum. Also present were Shahin Akter Dolly-Executive Director, 
Nari Maitri and Vece-President of National Girl Child Advocacy Forum, among others; Dr. Abul Hossain, 
Project Director, Multisectoral Program for Prevention of Violence against Women, Department of 
Women's Affairs; Mr. Mohibuzzaman, Joint Secretary, Ministry of Women and Children Affairs; Mr. 
Farida Parveen, Additional Secretary, Ministry of Women and Children Affairs; Mr. Chemon Ara Tayyab, 
Chairman of Jatiyo Mohila Sangstha, Ministry of Women & Children Affairs and former Member of 
Parliament. 
 
16 Days Activism:  
 

 
An online webinar was organized at the national level on “Mental Health of Men & Boys: What We Should 
to Do” with the help of Educo Bangladesh. 

 

Hon'ble Deputy Speaker Advocate Fazle Rabbi 
Miah, MP as the Chief Guest of the event, 
Advocate Shamsul Haque Tuku, MP- Chairman 
of the Parliamentary Caucus on Child Rights as 
the Special Guest and many guests from 
national and international organizations also 
shared their views. The meeting was moderated 



by eminent psychologist Prof. Dr. Mehtab Khanam. It was a big coverage in more than 14 Print & 
Television media. 
Publication: 
 
Published on the occasion of International Women's Day and 
National Girl Child Day Celebration 2020- 

- "Narir Katha" – Contains 22 Successful Struggling 
Women’s Stories; 

- "Kannaya Shishu Barta" - Contains a report on National 
Girl Child Day celebration; 

- “Poster” - 22,000 posters were distributed across the country 
around the IWD & National Girl Child Day Celebration.  

 
 
 
Supplement: 
 
Has been Published a supplement in 02 National Daily Newspaper on the occasion of National Girl Child 
Day with the help of World Vision Bangladesh-  

- The Daily Samakal  and 
- The Daily Dhaka Tribune (English Newspaper) 

 
Messages from- 
- His Excellency the President of people’s republic of 
Bangladesh. 
- Hon’ble Prime Minister of people’s republic of 
Bangladesh. 
- Hon’ble State Minister of Women & Children Ministry. 
- Secretary of Women & Children Ministry. 
- Chairman of Bangladesh Shishu Academy 
- Secretary of National Girl Child Advocacy Forum and 
- Country Director of World Vision Bangladesh. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Challenges: 
 
NGCAF's ongoing activities have been going on for almost 20 years in collaboration with the member 
organizations. However, the Forum has had to face several challenges to complete all these activities. The 
most notable challenges in 2020 are-  

- Coronavirus outbreak is the main challenge to going on advocacy activities in 2020. 
- Government Priorities issues has been Changed to tackle the COVID 19 & Protected the people. 



- Increased all forms of violence including child marriage during the epidemic in 2020. The COVID 
has increased financial pressure on many families. Some parents decided to marry off their 
underage daughters to reduce the burden. 

- Controversial attitudes and behaviors of primary stakeholders and gatekeepers (like: 
parents, relatives, community people, marriage registers etc.). 

- Advocacy activities require long time to see impact. Time shortage is a big challenge for 
the Advocacy Program Impact. 

- Coordinating with 192 organizations / individual members and keeping them update continuously. 
 
Learnings: 
 
- Different civil society organizations-based network is most willing and able to act as convener to 
advocating for gender equality issue. For example, NGCAF, GNB, CRAC’B etc.  
 
- Civil society has a vital role to play in the design and implementation of national initiatives and 
holding governments accountable to their commitments. Example, Continued advocacy activities from 
civil society, the Women and Children Repression Prevention (Amendment) Bill, 2020 was published as a 
gazette on November 26, 2020 with the provision of death penalty as the maximum punishment for rape. 
 
- Integrated voice is much stronger than single voice. It is also easy to achieve the objective. 

- To Create opportunity to show Women, Girls leadership in terms of addressing gender equality to change 
social norms if we can create self-confidence. 
 
- Coordination, collaboration and communication can help to build alignment between the diverse 
stakeholders. Then they can realize what needs to be done to end GBV, Sexual Harassment, Child Marriage 
and how maximize the impacts collectively. 
 
- It is important to involve the local government (union/upazilla parishad) to achieve any targeted 
results at the local level. 

- Through the use of new technologies during the epidemic period, most civil societies have become more 
involved with each other’s activities than ever before. Also has been more involved in various government’s 
meeting. 
 
NGCAF Website & Facebook: 
 

- Website: www.girlchildforum.org 
- Facebook: www.facebook.com/ngcaf 

 
Gratitude to the Member Organization:  
 
In 2020, The Member organizations of NGCAF have also taken various activities/programs from their 
respective organizations in their respective areas of work in addition to the programs taken by the NGCAF. 
They have played a significant role in the advancement of girls & women in their respective areas. Reports 
from many member organizations have submitted their reports to the NGCAF Secretariat, which is very 
inspiring. The Main strength of the NGCAF is its 192 member organizations and individual members. 



Without them NGCAF is zero. In 2020, Most of the member organizations and individual members have 
played a significant role in making the activities undertaken by NGCAF a success, both financially and in 
many ways. NGCAF is always grateful to them for this. 
 
Conclusion:  
 
Finally have to say, ensuring a conducive environment for the girl’s development by changing 
discrimination and conventional perceptions is a long-term process. It's a very difficult task to Creating 
visible results in a very short time. However, we believe that the NGCAF has already been able to make an 
impact, at least to some extent, in our social and state life through grassroots awareness and advocacy at 
the policy-making level.  So, in order to take Bangladesh to the pinnacle of progress, we must work together 
to eliminate discrimination against girls and ensure their rights in all areas. 
 
 

End 
 
 


